Robert Mazrim has produced an engaging forensic analysis of what occurred during the frontier era along the Edwards Trace in Illinois. That focus might not attract readers, but the more provocative title should. Mazrim draws from a period place name, Sangamo, thus accurately reflecting the blending of Native, French, and American cultures that occurred in the region between the 1790s and the 1840s.
Mazrim emphasizes the years between the War of 1812 and the end of the Black Hawk War as the period when Native culture ceased to exist in the area and French influence gave way to American ideals based on entrepreneurship and consumerism. His reference to Abraham Lincoln in the subtitle reflects the ways the notable American's legacy has drawn amateur and professional historians and archaeologists to study the places Lincoln trod, particularly Springfield and New Salem, but also indicates the ways his legacy has obscured and even helped obliterate material evidence of what really occurred over a transition period during the early nineteenth century. Mazrim studies what lies buried literally beneath the sod and figuratively under accretions of memory and forgetfulness, myth and abandonment. This book is about so much more than the title implies.
The Sangamo Frontier addresses a goal that anyone interested in local history can appreciate. Mazrim sets out to show that "this place (like many places) was once much different" (3). He uses archaeology to ferret out the difference because "archaeology has a peculiar ability to enhance and also to challenge the written word" (3). Examples abound, starting with the term frontier, which could denote isolation and cultural change, as Frederick Jackson Turner argued, but which Mazrim argues became a zone where Americans tried to be civilized by possessing the most fashionable ceramics, building rural industry, and creating opportunities for commerce. They brought their culture with them.
Mazrim combines traditional historical sources (public records, correspondence, period accounts, and secondary sources) with archaeological evidence. The structure of the book reflects this blending. History and archaeology coexist throughout The Sangamo Frontier, but the last half of the book emphasizes the application of the method to the place. Mazrim's expertise shines in this section as he shares findings from professional excavations that he managed in places along Edwards Trace. Those excavations occurred more often in the shadow of the wrecking ball than in Lincoln's shadow. Mazrim balances places that prospered during the frontier transition era, such as Ile's store in Springfield, with places that progress bypassed and founders abandoned, specifically Sangamo. Then he concludes with a sobering account of how public enthusiasm for Lincoln led to historic manipulation at New Salem, starting during the 1880s and culminating in the 1930s with the apparent destruction of historic evidence so the myth associated with the place survived and contradictory evidence in the form of the actual site of the Rutledge Tavern could be eradicated.
A wide range of readers should find Mazrim's book appealing, including historians of the early Midwest, frontier and borderland experiences, state and local history, and public history. Critical analysis of the public's role in preserving the past has appeared recently in, for example, a collection of essays edited by John H. Jameson Jr., The Reconstructed Past: Reconstructions in the Public Interpretation of Archaeology and History (2004) and in an article by Barbara Burlison Mooney, "Lincoln's New Salem: Or, the Trigonometric Theorem of Vernacular Restoration," in Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture 11 (2004) , to which Mazrim contributed. The Sangamo Frontier, along with Jameson's and Mooney's studies, and other studies like them, could lead readers to conclude that all preservationists lack integrity and ethics. If such resignation surfaces, keep reading Mazrim. He concludes with the excavations he conducted in Peoria during 2001 when a small post-in-earth French dwelling was discovered. "The local citizenry were elated with the overdue appearance of their French history in the ground. There was never any question that the village had been here, but that unassuming impression in the subsoil gave the stories an inescapable and haunting authenticity" (324). Such finds also indicate that the past can be buried, literally and figuratively, but with patience, planning, integrity, and persistence, that past can be recovered and its meaning taken into account. Nature's Highway, 1819 -1935 (2008 . He has also written about interactions between Indians and whites on Minnesota's frontier.
Inkpaduta
Inkpaduta, a Wahpekute Dakota Indian chief, is remembered in Iowa history as the perpetrator of the so-called Spirit Lake Massacre. In March 1857 his small band of about a dozen warriors murdered 32 settlers in Dickinson County's lake region. Most of the killings occurred between the east and west Okoboji lakes, but only Spirit Lake to their north appeared by name on Joseph N. Nicollet's widely used map, Hydrographical Basin of the Upper Mississippi River (1843). Consequently, Iowa's greatest Indian-white conflict was identified with the area's best known landmark.
Although he had a relatively long life (ca. 1805-ca. 1879), Inkpaduta's fame is derived primarily from the Spirit Lake incident and its aftermath. As Beck explains, most of the extant information about Inkpaduta is for the period from 1854 (when he became band chief) to
